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Global observatory on donation and transplantation
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SUMMARY - The mission of the World Health Organisation (WHO) in the area of transplantation is
to meet the requirements of the Fifty-seventh World Health Assembly Resolution WHA57.18. This
Resolution requested the collection of global data on the practices, safety, quality, efficacy and epi-
demiology of transplantations, their global availability for all those concerned, including professionals,
patients, politicians and the general public, which is recognized as a prerequisite for global improvement
of and better access to transplantations. To achieve these objectives, the WHO developed the Global
Knowledge base on Transplantation (GKT). GKT1 and GKT?2 led to the Global Observatory on Do-
nation and Transplantation which is being developed by the Spanish Transplantation Organisation in
collaboration with WHO. The Global Observatory on Donation and Transplantation (GODT) will
provide an interface for health authorities and the general public to access data on donation and trans-
plantation practices and legal frameworks.

INTRODUCTION

Currently more than 90,000 patients per year worldwide
receive a grafted solid organ and the demand is increas-
ing continuously owing to greater experience and better
results.

Although several countries, mainly in the developed
world, have introduced compulsory registration of trans-
plantation procedures, and some voluntary registries al-
so exist, no comprehensive system exists to collect data
on the different types of transplantation all over the
world. The lack of documentation makes it difficult to
estimate the extent of ethically unacceptable practices or
the relative efficacy and safety of transplantation in the
different conditions and settings.
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WHO

The World Health Organization is the United Nations spe-
cialized agency for health. It was established on 7th April
1948. WHO’s objective, as set out in its Constitution, is
the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of
health. Health is defined in WHO’s Constitution as a state
of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not
merely the absence of disease or infirmity.

WHO is governed by 193 Member States through the
World Health Assembly. The Health Assembly is com-
posed of representatives from WHOQO’s Member States. The
main tasks of the World Health Assembly are to approve
the WHO programme and the budget for the following bi-

ennium and to decide major policy issues.

WHO AND TRANSPLANTATION

(www.who.int/transplantation)

Following Resolution WHA57.18. of the World Health
Assembly in May 2004, transplantation became an area of
work at WHO. The mission of WHO on transplantation
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