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FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS NEWSLETTER THE FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS WERE USED:

Actual deceased organ donor
An actual deceased organ donor is a person from whom at least one organ has been recovered for the purpose
of transplantation, in contrast to a utilised donor, who is an actual donor from whom at least one organ has been
transplanted. The number of utilised donors is therefore lower or equal than the number of actual donors.

Donor after brain death
A donor after brain death (DBD) is a deceased organ donor in whom death has been determined by neurologic
criteria. 

Donor after circulatory death
A donor after circulatory death (DCD) is a deceased organ donor in whom death has been determined by
circulatory and respiratory criteria.

Multiorgan donor
A multiorgan donor is an actual donor from whom at least two different types of organs have been recovered
for the purpose of transplantation.

Total TX. (all combinations included)
Includes the transplantation of the corresponding organ with or without the simultaneous transplant of a different
type of organ (s).

Double-kidney TX.
One double-kidney TX. is counted as 1 TX.

TX. from living donors
A living donor is a living human being from whom organs have been recovered for the purpose of transplantation.
A Living Donor has one of the following three possible relationships with the recipient:

A/ Related:
A1/ Genetically Related:

1st Degree Genetic Relative: Parent, Sibling, Offspring
2nd Degree genetic relative, e.g. grandparent, grandchild, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew,
Other than 1st or 2nd degree genetically related, for example cousin

A2/ Emotionally Related: Spouse (if not genetically related); in-laws; Adopted; Friend
B/ Unrelated = Non Related: Not Genetically or Emotionally Related

Heart-lung TX.
One heart-lung TX. is counted as 1 lung TX., 1 heart TX. and 1 heart-lung TX.

Double-lung TX.
One double-lung TX. is counted as 1 TX.

Total number of patients transplanted
For more than one organ transplanted into the same recipient: kidney-liver-heart TX. = counted as one recipient.

Absolute number
Include all figures corresponding to all donors/ patients adults and children.

Paediatric
Includes only paediatric activity (patients aged < 15 years).

Waiting List 
Example: At 1/1/2011 there were 200 patients active on the WL. Along the year, 100 patients are newly included
on the WL (first row). In total, 300 patients have been ever active on the WL during the year (second row). Along
the year, 200 patients were transplanted (number recorded in a different questionnaire), 50 patients remain active
at the end of the year (third row), 25 patients died (fourth row) and 25 patients were excluded (number not to
be reported, but derived from previous figures).

Patients included on the WL for the first time in the course of 2014 100
Total number of patients ever active on the WL during 2014 300
Patients awaiting for a transplant (only active candidates) on 31/12/2014 50
Patients who died while on the WL during 2014 25

(*The United Nations Fund report (UNFPA: http://www.unfpa.org/public/) is used as the data source for estimates of
population size)
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Organs tissues and cells donation and transplantation
is a very sensitive topic for public opinion. Its relevance
clearly exceeds the scope of health care provision, and
deal with legal, ethic, organisational and communication
aspects. The fact that transplantation often involves life or
death decisions and that scarcity of organs represent the
limiting factor of these therapies makes a real difference
with other technologies. International cooperation seems
particularly necessary in this field, and the Council of Eu-
rope was the first international organism to create in 1988
an official and permanent forum for experts in organisa-
tional aspects of organs and tissue transplantation (the
SP-CTO). The Committee of Experts on the Organisa-
tional Aspects of Cooperation in Organ Transplanta-
tion was set up following the 3rd Conference of Euro-
pean Health Ministers in Paris in 1987 on the ethical,
organisational and legislative aspects on organ trans-
plantation. 

The first meeting was also held in Paris 1988, and
Professor Jacques Hors (Paris, France) was elected its
first chairman. During the first years, every country mem-
ber or transplant organization (only 6 at the beginning)
provided a short report with the more relevant data about
legislation, activities and so on. There was not a standard
way to give this information and just the compilation of
all these reports, even without editing, became the em-
bryo of the future publication of the committee.

I became a member of SP-CTO in 1989 and I was ho-
noured to chair this committee for seven years (1995-
2000 and 2003-2005) and vice chair other two (2005-
2007). The outstanding work of SP-CTO in the field of
organ, tissues and cells donation and transplantation for
many years has served as a model for other International
Bodies in different parts of the world for setting stan-
dards, obtaining accurate data of activity, and imple-
menting new forms of organization. 

In 1993 (23 years ago) I became responsible of the edi-
tion of TRANSPLANT NEWSLETTER, with a main objec-
tive: to obtain and compare organ donation and trans-
plantation activity data, in a standard and common way,
from all country members. This was achieved for the first
time with the data of 1995 and not only in Europe but al-
so in other relevant countries such as USA, Canada or Aus-
tralia. As a curiosity the now standard way to express
these data as donors or transplants per million population

was adopted following the model of the countries in-
cluded in SCANDIATRANSPLANT which used this method-
ology even during the eighties much before than other
countries. 

TRANSPLANT NEWSLETTER soon became the only
official publication which provided data of organ dona-
tion and transplantation of, every day more and more
countries all over the world. A wonderful example was
Latin America. Thanks to the cooperation of professionals
and authorities of Spanish and Portuguese speaking
countries included in the IBEROAMERICAN COUNCIL OF
ORGAN DONATION AND TRANSPLANTATION, which
we created and can be perfectly considered as a reflex of
this Committee at the other side of Atlantic Ocean, we get
from the beginning of this century accurate data from all
these countries.

In the same way, since 2008 and through the agree-
ment between WHO and ONT to elaborate and manage
the GLOBAL OBSERVATORY OF ORGAN DONATION
AND TRANSPLANTATION (GODT), we are obtaining the
data from the other continents and express the summary
in TRANSPLANT NEWSLETTER, which in this way has be-
come a splendid publication with data from all over the
world.

Information is an absolute need for taking decisions.
It is a simple question of justice to thank all the people
who provides these data every year from the different
countries. We all are contributing to make these therapies
everyday available to more and more people all over the
world. Thank you also and very especial to the whole ONT
staff which has made possible the edition of TRANS-
PLANT NEWSLETTER during almost a quart of century
(Blanca Miranda, Carmen Martín, Ana García, Marina
Alvarez, Mar Carmona, Beatriz Mahillo & many other, in
fact the whole ONT staff ) and will keep on doing in the
future, of course if all the countries continue with its trust
in our work.

After all these years of work in the field of transplan-
tation, and fruitful cooperation with the Council of Eu-
rope, I am going to be retired in a few months, and leave
the ONT and therefore all the international compromises,
included those with the Council of Europe, European
Commission, RCIDT and WHO in younger hands, with a
very solid future. The edition of TRANSPLANT NEWSLET-
TER will remain as an institutional compromise of the

3
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TRANSPLANT NEWSLETTER – COUNCIL
OF EUROPE, A LOOK INTO THE PAST AND

THE FUTURE
RAFAEL MATESANZ
Director ONT – Editor TRANSPLANT NEWSLETTER 1993-2016
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Spanish Ministry of Health and the ONT with the Council
of Europe and other International Bodies with total inde-
pendence of the persons which can be present in every
moment.

And a final message: It is clear that in the field of trans-
plantation, neither the problems nor the solutions can be
isolated or concentrated in a single country or a limited
group of them. Persons, goods and services are moving
every day in a more free way, not just throughout Europe
but every day through more and more countries in the
world. For this reason it is particularly important a full
agreement in the working lines of the different Interna-
tional bodies. The not-for -profit principle is not only a
moral notion. There are serious risks involved when eco-
nomic considerations enter the field. The not-for-profit
idea contributes to protection of the donor against
the use of his or her body which could be detrimental
to his/her health. The not-for-profit idea also contributes

towards protecting the health of the recipient. It is a dai-
ly reality that one tends to become lenient on safety re-
quirements when trade is involved. Besides, there are too
many, often conflicting interests involved with transplan-
tation which are used in health care, to be left entirely to
voluntary commitment. So a comprehensive and harmo-
nized regulation and a real and effective international co-
operation is required in this field.

It is a responsibility of those countries which during
the last decades have reached a good quantitative and
qualitative level of activity, in organ and tissue transplan-
tation, to help and give an adequate support to the new
states which are now incorporating these therapies to
their citizens.

With my warmest wishes for the future and thanks
for your understanding if any time we did not meet
your expectations.

4
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International Data On Tissue And
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Data recorded & prepared by: EUROCET - European Network of Competent Authorities for Tissues and Cells -Team (www.eurocet.org)

Data provided by National Competent Authorities:
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Global Observatory On Donation
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The Global Observatory on Donation and Transplantation (GODT) database was devised as
result of the inability to estimate the donation and transplantation practices all over the world.
That reality led the World Health Assembly to request, for first time in 2004, the collection of
global data on the practices, safety, quality, efficacy, epidemiology and ethical issues of allogeneic
transplantation. The global database was therefore created to accomplish these requirements
under the signed agreement between the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Spanish
Ministry of Health.  

As with the Newsletter Transplant, the collection of data is done through the Spanish National
Organization of Transplants (ONT). In addition, the ONT hosts; manages; coordinates and maintains
the entire database and the web platform that enables the access to the donation and transplantation
figures. The GODT is running since 2007, providing information on organ donation and transplantation
practices. 

“The GODT is being possible thanks to the collaboration with the network of health
authorities and officially designated focal points. It is the result of their valuable contribution
to providing annual data”. 

The availability of this information is recognised as a prerequisite to ensure transparency and
equity in donation and transplantation and to monitor transplant systems in countries. 

The GODT has always been connected to the Newsletter Transplant of the Council of Europe database
and other international data collection sources, such as that from Latin American countries, to
avoid duplication of efforts. The collective data fed onto the GODT constitutes the best and only
reliable form of official global data available.

Currently, this database represents the most comprehensive source of worldwide data
derived from official sources. 

After several years of running the database and the website, some limited capabilities were
observed. Aiming at solving those matters, the ONT designed a project to remodel the GODT
database and revamp the website, in order to ensure wide accessibility to the invaluable data
collected annually in a friendly manner. 

The newly revamped GODT website is more intuitive and dynamic, and it focuses the interest on
the database and the relevant documents, allowing a rapid and easy access to all pieces of
information about countries:  

Facts, individual figures compared with regional and global estimates, charts, bar charts and
global maps, are some of the possibilities that the GODT provides to users.

Visit the GODT website at: http://www.transplant-observatory.org/
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WITTEN Celia
WHO (WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION)

NUÑEZ Jose R.
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